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The first five pilot licenses issued by the Aero Club
were: 1) Glen H. Curtiss, 2) Lt. Frank P. Lahm, 3)
Louis Paulham, 4) Orville Wright, and 5) Wilbur
Wright.  Until 1926, all other pilot licenses issued in
the United States subsequent to these five were issued
by the Aero Club of America.

We embrace the goals of our parent organization in
our efforts to support a vigorous aviation and space
program for sutdents at all levels of learning, and to
recognize and honor those who have made outstand-
ing contributions to the advancement of aviation and
space flight.

The Aero Club of Northern California was formed to
promote activities which advance aviation and
aerospace within Northern California.

We are a regional affiliate club of NAA, the 
National Aeronautic Association, which
having been founded in 1905 as the Aero Club of 
America is the oldest independent, non-profit aviation
organization in the United States, and the sole U.S.
representative to the Federation Aeronautiqu
International (FAI).

So central to aviation was the Aero Club that until
1926 it issued all pilot licenses in the United States.

About Our Club

Our Special Thanks to:

Dedicated April 12, 1933, Moffett Field was the United Statesvguardian of the 
Pacific.  It continues to be a major aviation facility supporting federal, military

and private operations.

Often referred to as “The Father of Basic Flying” Dr. John Montgomery was a 
true aviation pioneer.  San Jose was the site of many of his historic achievements.  

Alexander Grahm Bell noted that, “All subsequent attempts in aviation must 
begin with the Montgomery Machine.”

Lifting from San Francisco Bay waters on November 22, 1935, the Clipper 
became the first airplane to fly the Pacific non-stop.  Cutting over 15 days off the 

best surface time from San Francisco to Manila, it led to the elimination of the 
barriers of space and time.

Northern California’s continued contributions to the quest for our ultimate 
destiny is assured by the ongoing advancements in aerospace science and 

technology at NASA’s Ames Research Center.

Incorporated in the logo of  The Aero Club of Northern California are some of the most significant contributions the
Northern California area has made to the art and science of flight.
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